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Questions Parents Often Ask

A. What Are Extended School Year (ESY) Services?

Your child may require educational services beyond the regular school year. The ESY program is designed to provide educational and related services beyond the regular school year to students with disabilities based upon each student’s individualized education program (IEP).

B. What Is the Legal Authority for ESY Services?

The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) stipulates that students identified as having disabilities and needing special education and related services are entitled to ESY services if the child's IEP team determines that such services are necessary in order for him or her to be provided with a free and appropriate education (FAPE).

	34 C.F.R. § 300.309
Extended school year services.
(a) General. 

(1) 
Each public agency shall ensure that extended school year services are available as necessary to provide FAPE, consistent with paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) 
Extended school year services must be provided only if a child's IEP team determines, on an individual basis, in accordance with Secs. 300.340–300.350, that the services are necessary for the provision of FAPE to the child.

(3) 
In implementing the requirements of this section, a public agency may not—


(i) 
Limit extended school year services to particular categories of disability; or


(ii) 
Unilaterally limit the type, amount, or duration of those services.

(b) Definition. As used in this section, the term extended school year services means special education and related services that—

(1) 
Are provided to a child with a disability—


(i) 
Beyond the normal school year of the public agency;


(ii) 
In accordance with the child's IEP; and


(iii) 
At no cost to the parents of the child; and

(2) 
Meet the standards of the SEA.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. § 1412(a)(1))




What Do All the Terms Mean?

Definitions of Terms

compensatory services. Programming required to be made up due to its not having been provided in accordance with the IEP (not ESY services).

critical breakthrough/emerging skills. The point at which the student has almost acquired the skill or is beginning to develop a skill. The interruption of instruction on the critical skills caused by the school break is likely to prevent the student from receiving some educational benefit from programming during the regular school year. Without ESY services, the student can experience a severe loss of learning opportunity and future programming and/or of skills that are necessary for his or her independent functioning in the community.

critical skill. A skill that is essential for the student to be able to function as independently as possible and that is a priority for his or her development and age-appropriate growth. Such skills are the focus of ESY services. 

data. Information collected during the school year that shows the progress, lack of progress, or regression that indicates whether a student needs or does not need ESY services.

educational benefit. Services necessary in order for a student to achieve measurable advancement toward appropriate goals and objectives.

extended school year (ESY). Special education services beyond the regular school year for students with disabilities who are enrolled in a school district’s special education program. ESY services are specially designed instruction or related services, based on the student’s current IEP.

IEP team. Professionals, school staff, and agency representatives who are familiar with the student; the parents; and the student (when appropriate),

interfering behaviors. Behaviors that have a negative impact on the student or his or her peers (e.g., ritualistic, aggressive, self-injurious) and that prevent the student from receiving benefit from the educational programming.

interruption of services. A scheduled break in instruction (e.g., long weekends, vacations, summer breaks). An interruption of services will likely prevent the student from receiving full benefit from educational programming the next year.

mastery. The successful demonstration of an acquired skill at the level of proficiency specified in the student’s IEP.

recoupment. The recovery of a previously mastered skill that has been diminished or lost following a break in instruction. Recoupment should occur within a reasonable time, and the recovered skill should exist at the level demonstrated prior to the interruption of educational programming. 

recoupment time. The length of time required for the student to regain a previously mastered skill.

regression. A substantial loss of any critical skills included in the student’s current IEP as a result of an interruption in educational programming. A loss of skills over time can be due to the student’s inability to maintain the level of performance or to generalize acquired skills and apply them in new settings. 

summer school. A summer program based on the general education curriculum and designed for regular or special education students.

C. Who May Be Considered for ESY Services?

All students with disabilities enrolled in special education programs must be considered for ESY services.

D. How Is Eligibility for ESY Services Determined?

Annually the IEP team (e.g., parents, special education teachers, general education teachers, related services personnel, local education agency representative) reviews the student’s IEP using student performance information/data collected throughout the school year (e.g., grades, documentation of skill loss, reduction of behavior problems). You may be asked to assist in the data collection process when appropriate.

When making eligibility determination, the IEP team must consider the following:

1. Regression/recoupment.

2. Critical breakthrough/emerging skills.

3. Interfering behaviors.

4. Transition.

· A child with a disability must receive a FAPE no later than his or her third birthday. The IEP developed for a child who will reach age three during the summer must specify the child’s program upon the third birthday, including ESY services. If ESY services are not needed in order for the child to be provided a FAPE, the date of initiation of services will be the beginning of the upcoming school year.

· The IEP team must address ESY transition services for students aged fourteen through twenty-one, or earlier if the IEP team determines it appropriate.

5. Special circumstances are those situations in which additional factors must be considered in the ESY eligibility process. Excessive absences that are not due to truancy can be used to determine the need for ESY services when there is a significant lack of progress due to health-related absences because the district has not provided homebound/hospital services. Consideration for ESY eligibility must also include transfer students and students who are initially placed after the beginning of the school year.

If no useful data are available, the ESY eligibility must be determined by the expert opinion of the IEP team. This opinion must be based upon an individual review of the student and must include the following information:

· the current IEP goals and objectives and

· observations and information from parents, therapists, teachers, and others having direct contact with the student before and after long weekends, vacations, and past summer breaks.

E. Must Regression Be Shown for Eligibility for ESY Services?

No. The IEP team can use data from previous year’s records to make a projection as to whether or not regression may occur.

F. Do Most Students with Disabilities Qualify for ESY Services?

No. ESY services are the exception and not the rule. Using the eligibility criteria, the IEP team must make the determination that ESY services are necessary.

G. Can a Student Receive Only Related Services in the ESY Program?

Yes. Some students require only related services to benefit from special education, and the related service can be the only part of the IEP provided during the ESY program period. 

H. What Will Be Covered in the ESY Program?
The IEP team will identify the goal(s) and objectives for the student’s instruction through the ESY program. These goal(s) and objectives will be based on the student’s needs as determined during the IEP meeting and will be an extension of the current IEP goal(s) and objectives. No new goals and objectives will be written.

I. How Will the Length of the ESY Services Be Determined?

The number of days and the number of hours per day that each student will need to be provided ESY services are determined by the IEP team. This schedule is based upon the actual time needed for the student to progress toward achieving or maintaining the goal(s) and objectives selected for the ESY services.

J. Where Will the ESY Services Be Offered?

The IEP team will determine the setting for ESY services based on the goal(s) and objectives identified for instruction. ESY services may be provided in the school the child regularly attends, at a centrally located school, at home, or in the community.

K. Will Transportation Be Available for the ESY Services?

Yes. The local school district must offer transportation for all students eligible for ESY services. 

L. What Can I Do If I Disagree with the IEP Team’s Decision?
You must be fully informed of the ESY process and allowed to participate fully in discussion of your child’s needs and the development of the IEP, which includes ESY as a required component. Prior written notice through the letter of invitation to the IEP meeting gives you the opportunity to participate in the making of that decision.

If you disagree with the IEP team’s decision regarding either the need for or the extent of ESY services for your child, all procedural safeguards required by the IDEA and State Board of Education Regulation 43-243 become operative.

It is important for the IEP team to make decisions regarding the provision of ESY services early in the school year because you have the right to file a complaint or to request mediation or a due process hearing if you disagree with the IEP team’s decision regarding the need for or the extent of ESY services to provide a FAPE for your child. You must be allowed sufficient time to file a complaint or to request administrative remedies, and there must be sufficient time for these processes to be brought to conclusion.

It is strongly recommended that you attempt to resolve any disagreements locally through informal means, working through the school district whenever possible. 

M. Are Summer School, the ESY Program, and Compensatory Services the Same?

	Summer School, ESY Services, and Compensatory Services Compared

	Summer School
	Extended School Year Services
	Compensatory Services

	Definition: An optional or permissive program provided beyond the regular school year. A school district may elect whether to operate summer classes. Summer school may be a requirement of a FAPE if the student’s IEP team has specified participation in summer school is necessary.


	Definition: Special education and related services provided beyond the normal school year if the student’s IEP team determines that such services are necessary in order for him or her to receive a FAPE.


	Definition: Programming required to be made up due to services not having been provided in accordance with the IEP.

	Purpose: Teaching new content, providing enrichment, offering academic opportunities not present during the regular school year, or providing remediation services. Children with and without disabilities benefit from additional education opportunities.
	Purpose: Ensuring a child’s meaningful progress during the regular school year (FAPE) by maintaining learned skills and preventing loss of critical skills. If services are not provided, the child’s skills are temporarily or permanently lost, jeopardizing progress. ESY services are not provided for the purpose of helping children with disabilities advance in relation to their peers.


	Purpose: To provide a FAPE if services are not provided to prevent the child’s skill progress from being jeopardized.

	Cost: May or may not be on a fee basis.
	Cost: Free to parents.
	Cost: Free to parents.

	Duration: Typically operated on a set schedule for a number of weeks during the summer. 
	Duration: Schedule and extent of services designed to meet the individual needs of a child in order to ensure a FAPE. The amount and duration of services cannot be determined arbitrarily by a district’s summer school schedule.


	Duration: Individualized, depending on the services not provided and the needs of the student. 

	General education setting, based on needs and interests of all children.
	Specially designed setting and instruction based on individual needs.


	Based on services not provided.

	A child’s participation may or may not depend on an IEP team’s determination of need.


	The IEP team determines need and the extent of services to meet the unique needs of the child.
	As previously determined by the IEP team.


Adapted from Extended School Year Services for Students with Disabilities (Bismarck: North Dakota Department of Public Instruction, 2000), 13. This document is available on-line at <http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/speced/guide/esyglins.pdf>.

School districts are responsible for providing modifications and accommodations as necessary for a child with a disability during summer school. Since these children are also eligible under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, consultation with the summer school teachers is required to inform them of the needed modifications and accommodations as stated in the child’s IEP. Under Section 504, a school cannot discriminate against a child with a disability in any program and/or activity offered by that school, including summer school.

What ESY Services Are Not

Because ESY services are uniquely designed to meet the individual needs of a student with a disability, it is necessary to emphasize that ESY services are

· not mandated twelve-month services for all students with disabilities;

· not child care;

· not necessarily a continuation of the total IEP provided during the regular school year;

· not required to be provided all day, every day, or each day during the normal school break;

· not an automatic program provision from year to year;

· not limited to or available by only broad categories of disabilities;

· not provided in order to maximize each student’s potential;

· not provided simply because a student could benefit from them; and

· not necessarily provided in a traditional classroom setting.

Learning Activities for Home: Suggestions for Parents

1. Talk to your child’s teacher before school is out and ask him or her to name two or three skills that your child should practice over the school break.

2. Inspect your yard or other park areas that may be available to your child. Determine what opportunities there might be for playing, and set up specific times for play.

3. Invite a small group of children your child’s age to join you in your backyard to do a specific activity.

4. Children who have difficulty paying attention to school work are often highly motivated by using the computer.

5. Children who have difficulty relating to others find quiet work at the computer to be a less stressful way to play.

6. The stimulating visuals, interesting sounds, and the opportunity to touch the computer keyboard or joystick keep a child alert and interested.

7. Children who struggle to use a pencil or who have poor handwriting skills can utilize the computer to type and illustrate their thoughts and feelings allowing them to succeed in an area of constant frustration.

8. Choose a read-aloud story that is appropriate for your child’s age.

9. Encourage your child to read anything he or she is interested in, including comic books, magazines, or picture books. Set aside a time when everyone in the family reads silently.

10. Help your child to complete a subscription for a children’s magazine that will come to him or her during the year.

11. If your child has a special teacher, favorite relative, or adult friend, see if that person would be willing to be a pen pal.

12. Many books are on cassette tapes. The ability to follow the story on tape while looking at the book sharpens listening skills.

13. Help your child to make a book. Write down a story as the child dictates it. Encourage him or her to illustrate the story. Make a special cover and have your child read the book to someone else.

14. Play library. Take an hour break in the afternoon to read. Have books on tape for nonreaders.

15. Have a weekly neighborhood book swap. Invite your children’s friends to swap books with each other. This gives everyone a chance to read new books and share stories with each other.

16. If you have an older child who is struggling to read, encourage him or her to read to younger siblings or other younger children. The extra time will help him or her learn new words and develop “reading confidence.”

17. Instead of inviting another child to your house to play, invite him or her to come to tell stories or read to your child.

18. Ghost stories are not just for Halloween. Hold a storytelling contest on your front porch.

19. Do not lose those daily memories. Have each child keep a daily diary.

20. Organize a group of neighborhood children to write a weekly newspaper that they can pass out to their friends. Do not forget that every newspaper needs a cartoonist.

21. Having trouble learning the multiplication tables at your house? Have your child jump rope to the rhythms of those “times table beats” (e.g., “4 X 4 is 16, 4 X 5 is 20”).

22. Play math bingo. Make some quick bingo cards with some answers in the boxes. Call out the math problem, and then have each child work out the problem to see if he or she has the correct answer on the card.

23. Your kitchen can be the best place to practice math fractions. Help your child bake a cake or cookies for dessert.

24. Mothers do many “scientific” experiments daily—from cleaning with foaming powders to using yeast in their kitchens. While getting your child involved in daily chores and activities, explain to him or her how these “chemical reactions” take place.

25. Practice self-help skills at home. Use meaningful family activities to get children involved (e.g., shopping, setting the table, dressing for fun outings). These activities can sharpen any skills.

26. Visit your local supply store and pick up large sheets of newsprint. Have your children use markers, crayons, or pencils to draw a neighborhood map that can be used as a mat to play with their little cars.

27. Every house needs a weather forecaster and activities director. Assign one of your children to take on these important positions. It is an effective great way to build listening and organizational skills because your child will have to use the TV, radio, or newspaper for information. Remember, the activities director has to tell everyone what the family is doing, what they should wear, and what they should bring.
28. Let your child choose the menu for a meal, shop to purchase the food, and then help prepare the meal. This activity can range from making the choice of a food or a drink for a snack to preparing a full meal.
29. Place your child in different areas of the room. Responding to sounds, movements, and people from different locations will help increase the child’s attending, motor, and social skills.
Adapted from the article “Summer's Fun for Everyone,” PLUK 13, nos. 9–10 (April/May 1999). <http://www.pluk.org/pn8.htm>.

For further information contact:

The Special Education Learning Specialist assigned to your child’s school

Or

ESY Coordinator

Office of Special Education

Horry County Schools

488-6787

Provided by


HORRY COUNTY SCHOOLS


Office of Special Education
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